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Now, I should talk about my main subject, Japan’s position in the world and Asia before
going over to what international relations Japan is trying to build.

I will touch on certain significant developments in the world briefly which, I believe, will
have a great influence on the development of Japan’s external relations.

When we consider Japan external relations, all of us will certainly agree that the Japan US
relationship is the most important and maybe the single most important factor. To us Japanese, the
Japan US relationship is as vitally important as the relationship between Slovakia and the European
Union is to you. Following the US, we are deeply concerned with what the future course of China
will be, just as you are watching where Germany and Russia are going.

No doubt, China will become a powerful nation both economically and militarily. Yet China
is expected to be challenged by such domestic problems as conflicts between different ethnic groups
and among different military factions and China will try to protect its national unity. Despite these
domestic difficulties, I believe China will mange to preserve its unity and will not become another

Soviet Union, which was disbanded.

I say this because the overseas Chinese who have been living in other nations for generations

Hs5® ISHE
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are beginning to resume contact with China, from where their forefathers came. Generally speaking,
these overseas Chinese are successful businessmen, entrepreneurs and commercial leaders in their
second home countries.

These shrewd and sensitive investors are now investing their capital, technologies and
management know-how in China. Is this evident of inward, rather than outward, force acting on
China?

The substantial and massive in flow of capital and technology initiated by overseas Chinese
has already gone well beyond the Rubicon River. This is why I think that China has to make the
utmost effort to remain unified at any cost and this should be ensured. Also, we should bear in mind
that capital is a most sensitive and timid creature.

The combination of economically expanding China and the overseas Chinese who are active
in other parts of Asia and in other countries will be a vast force affecting not only Japan but also the
United States. The Chinese people both inside and outside China will probably change the world’s
balance of power eventually. However, I hope that all of you don’t make any hasty conclusion that

China will be a threat to the United States and rest of the world. Rather, China is quite likely to play

200



a conciliatory role in general by coordinating with the other Asian countries.
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